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CONFIDENTIAL

DEPAR24MT OF THE AMIY
HE~ADQAR~S 1ST BLTTAION 4OTH ARTILLERY

Apo gan Frmcnisoo 96269

AVMA-C31 October 1968

St1BJECTs Operational Report of 1st Battalion, 40th Art~lery for Period
&Ading 31 October 1968, Res CSFOR-65 (R1) (Ui)

(~1)g The bea~ttzig peraiod asiw tot.± 108th o@Oupid tr-lPwt h

(YD -324~).& M3 firing battor~sle az' ppwemmtly looatedatTWSN(D2.6ý
X TOT BONG (7D 132642), a=d 1!DN =I M (n 44751.0),* Duj~ing th~is psim.iLds
tim battalimi fts-ed In MVPoi't of the lot fhwim o Itmnt, 2d teoxmf(A~RM)
1st BAigad 5th M~oariidsed Irufantq Imvy&Umi, thle 3d squadron,, 5th aryo
the 9th Infaxitr' Divi&1n, the 3d Rooonna4sauano 1atta3~.m of the3dYdo
M~villims ol1csrts of the tt.Mt AU*Yzm~ Dvisim~ (Airwnbibo)t n o1luionts
of tbo I"t Cavalmy. Dwizixim (&A'inwbd1.).

(a)J th mhonth of Aiigmt thmU ISS 0(dnaidofblo inoreagm in nmuy
initi~ated o0oitlets an~d att~ocks PwetO2Ad&y In tho oOmtral and eastern
Portkn$'aof tho 1KZ aro, IFA~y Vhiohia14r trafji@ wae noted oii Ihighwy 9
frtnm M30 Sarih Into tho Ba Long Valey, duin~g tbIs period. Dong Ha Combat
Base and 4). maJor We' and MsBI in tho Quag Tri Provinoo roocivod ioaning
mortar and arti~llry fire froquonL7 duiwng the first part of August* The
US Marines, US Ai~y# and IM~N forces coctimiod to bring rwoassuo on the octny
by oonduating sevoral operations up, to Mutiprogimomt s1w,0 The discovery
Of large oaohes Of &MB#~ ammflmitiTl, rioe, and modioal supplies during these
operations groatly roducod. the orncay a offooUivenogs Wan moralog Tho battalion
ftwnishod forward obsorvars and fired :n euporb of many of thloso operations,

h~m aid tiflod oporations we.re, ,eratly decreazind in earl-, September
duo to the offocts of' T~rpboon Boss. PhOMYOiv oity runainod on tho doolino-
during the rcaiilndoz' of' the reporting poriod.

ftR 0T U( DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;

128L+034OFIENIA DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
1NLSR ONIETA DOD DIR 5200.10



CDNf IftH IIF I~L
(3) Tho battalion 0ontimios to caiphasizo, improvamont of dofons3.va

positions and living conditions both In tho firo basos and the baso camp
aroa, Prooodusos for~ computling and chocking Piro Dirootion Data to oflsuWo
tiaioly fires aro constantly ro~viowod and Improved.

(4) Staff visaits and. froqirrnt informal 3.nspootions by tho Battalioni
Conmunder oontinue to hinsuro a high stato of unit readiness and adhorenoo to
ovoranll doctrinal guitdanoo provided by Doparfriont of tho Anny Fiold and
Thoolmoal Hanualaq vith particular emphasis on gm-mory too Imiquos as out-
lined .in PM 6-40.

(5) Duo to the inaccuracy of maps arnd tho lwk of survoyed rogitration

points, tho battalion oonttnuos to iuso tho high burst method of rogistration

Mortar Radar and survoyod obevt~ posts,* Rogistrations are oonductod
conourz'ontly with meteorological mossago flights. Metwo messages aro
roooivod three, timos each day anid aa'o usod for amiputatio~n of curront MET
plus 'YE GFT sottings.

(1) Plans, * Orront -plans for tho battalion are a

(a) To provide &rtlillory support in defonse of afliod installation
along tho 12MZ

(b) lb be proparod to movo firing battorios to any location in the
='IV Corps aroa.

(a) To wlaain nonfiring battory at TRUC ON to support allied
oporations In a3*d bolow tbo motorn end of tho W~(.

(dj To oanmwt twsiin!I as outlinod by titod Statos Amy- Viotnam
(UESV) traininig ddaia @ with sufflioont eoc tion training to ensure
tAiat aU adto and Inciviikls3 ar ax apablo, of performing their missions.

(e) To maititain adminiut tiio-oontrol ovor 235th, 230thp 239the
240th, g43th, wnd 260th Field Art&iory Dotao~iwmts (Countr Ylortaz' Radar)
which provJ&i countor mortar em-wvillanoo for the 12th Marine, Rogizont -at

M~tG FA =MWT BUFM and tho 010 LINE 0-dtost (YfD 213743) 1 3d Bri, 12th Maiminoo
at fire suppm base, CATWS (Hill 6919 YD 926443 and 14igna Hill,9 YD 9454f50)1
lot En, 12IM Marines at CWM JJ CA1UW (7D 065555)1 and let Bri, 13th Marines
tour Q1WG ~t( 1Z5~)

(f) To conduct limited scalo civil affairs oparations In tho
vwlages around tho DONG H&i CMAT BASE vith Incroased emphasis on coordination
or civil affairs with the local (2d ARVN Rogimont) host nation nilitary
oommiandore

(2) Operationes

(a) Tho battalion eontinuos to Provido roinforoing ax'tillory
support while participating In oporati~ons oonductod fii Scotland, Lancastor
LtI Kontuoky IIt Napoloon-4%33±no II, Calitornia, and Highriso. The
battalion also providod supp~ort forj number of ARVN operations.

INCL CONFIDENTIAL



CONFIDENTIAL
(b) Batttnlion H-badquartyr-st !{-oad-q-uairtors Battery, and Sorvico Battory

havo romainod in baso omarps at DONG M1 COMAT BIUSE.

Cc) Battory j. bogm tho reporting poriod at LZ Jano (YD 580429)
iiith tho mission of' Gonoral Support, Roinforcing tho fii~'OB f Ist CavtlrY
Division (Adrobllo.) ZIa'tillory. on 31 jagustj, the battery displaced to
THON HDI YEN (YD 447510) ~irth no change, in mission and has romainod
at thi.e location for tha rctiaindor of tho reporting period. During the
mick1l of Sopt/,,4ibor tho battory 'was Isolatod by Typhoon Boss. =~l roads
and bridgos to 'IDN HOI )M wore impassablo for a two week poriod All.
2-osupply and personnel niovamont was conductod by air,0 This _yeblali wMl
occur again during perlods of heavy rains duo to tho p~hyslcaI location of
tho fire base and the inability of the onginoors to koop tho roads opons

Cd) Battory B bogan tho ropor'ting period at DONG H& 00MAT BASE
(YD 218598) with the Liissilon of Goneral Support, Roinfroring tho fires of
12th Xarine Rog-Inorit. On 2 Augftt tho, battery displacod to LZ %n~y (YD
637272) to assuao the m;ission of General1 Support, Roinforoing tho ftres of
101st Airborne DivIsion (AIdn~bilo) Artillry. On 21. Angut, Battery B
displaced back to DONG ',-M COMBAT BASE to roassuao a reinforoing rolo of 12th
Mdarino Rogiwnt, Thx'o days later# on 24 August, the battery moved to LZ
Sbaron (YD 355492) with tho Ldssion of GonorsJ. Support, Roinforoing tho Ibst
Cavalry Division (Ain-aobilo) Artillry. Diring Typhoon Boost, Bathory B was
also out-of±4 from, support by tho battslio4 for throo, days. OnC 20 %oPtoinbor the
battery novod to X TlOT BONG (YD 132642) to assiio, tho nissiont of Gener~a
Support, Roinfore-lng 12th Marino Rogizuont with priority of firos to 5th
Bn 4th Artillery of tho 1st Brigade, 5th Mechanizod Infanitry Divisioflb

(a) Battery C spont the, entiro reporting poriod at THU~ SONG
It9 imission was Genorai Support, Reinforcing tho fires of 12th Marino
Roginont and romzanod mnchangod throughout the roporting period.

(f ) The typos of mis-sions for all. batteries have romainod tho same
at; proviously -roportod -xA the battery at 1TRTJ SON contimuw)d toz roCOi~vo tho
m~ost licratAivb targd~tz m~d the bost target survoll*-Atina- It bas fired in
close support of US THarx'na and ARVN oporat.i on, nnd on 13 and 14 Sovtombcai.
fired over 800 rotui&, Jai janA~IvrmtlAof for an ARVN operation.

(g) . attoryI A atý THON IDI YIDThbas had the, fewest nuimbor of oig-'
n±±acarzt'Mi.Bsioý1t; Zzirng mostly at'suspected enemy locations Vith ittle
or-;'j& A urvaiflJAnco, * Battery ,,sinczo ,movi~ng to XZ DT BONG, Mxlo&-,noro.
si&ýj6 nM:*t mis slons tlvn repoirted *a~iouav'!

h)The :dop~oyraoflt of 'tho six -Attagh~od coiumtor mortar radar dotach-.
nantst i*emails t'io S=- 0a m'"7ýnviously. re'noi'te vit" t',o 4'xzc-tion of the''
.2'35th and 240th dota:6iantA-,tft excohanged positions to. pro-vide rellef for
thaa 240th, after they had sufforod damage from a hoavy mortrttc whbilo
at L-C1LTS. Als5o, tho 24ýth dotachuont is in the process, of'zov~in to
,IGWJI x~tV1ITtN (YDn44,1

(W. The batbaLion was cr'oditod with 2204t onomy IUA (Confirmed)
at the close of the porlted and had fired 580,367 ro-unds ,sinen 27 Octob'nr
1966.

INCL CON4FIDENTIAL



(3) rainia~gCONFIDENTIAL

(a) r~a.In~ig -is conduotod ovory day, using on-tho-job training
as tho primairy trai~nin v~,hinlo.

(ba) Fsa,1Ua.iariat1.on firing of aill typos of individual and crow
sorvod woaporis coontinos to bo schodulod i-iontbly and# with tho oxooption
o f tho firing battorlit~ is acoomplishodi

(c) iAUi Anconrng porsomiol rocolvo a. proscribod 16 hour block
of RVN and unit orianta~t-on training plus familitarizat~on firing on sr=11~
armis* Training on porisiotor clofonsol omplaoeanont of Clayiuoro m~inosq
pro por handling of artillory aimmitton, varning sigulso and individual
protoction oontdnuos to bo cauphasizods

(4) Chomioal* Scattorod incitdonts of onemy uso of riot control agonts
nococastatos that oporational protocti~vo goar bo kopt iam-odiatoly avadLibio.g
Tho Xa7 protootivo mask Is tba only itco of CBR oquirni ont authorilzod In tho
battalion, Fraqiunt Ins pootion of masks and instruction of porsonno2.
Jzsuro rodinoss to oporato succossfully in a CBR onvirorz~ont.

(5), Forward Obsorvors.

(a.) Tho battalion maintains its two organic liaison toams at tho
Zd ARVK ogriot FSCC and tho 12th Marino Rogitiont. FDC& penmanont foewazd

obeoror position is maita±2rod at tbo outpost position A-Is Forwaxd
obsorvor toam~s amo rotatod poziodlo12.y at this ,sitione A liaisonl toam
and tbroc forward obsorvor tboid amc oporatingitth tho 3d Squadron# 5th
Cavalry of tho 9th Izufamty D~ivision nowr TWDR My1 TW (YD 490563)4 thio
battalion also bas an 70 team vVit Spocial Fotdoe olomnonts near MAI LOC
(I!D 089508)6

(b) The rcamabna~dg forward obsorvor teams are cmployod as roquizod
with units supportod by tbo battalion& K019 fromi tho battalion noziiolly
aocompany oach battzlion of the 2d AiRVN Regiiniont during oporations * During
tho first purt of the woporbi1zng period, a liaison team and two PtO toaud
accom~peaiod obamonts of tho tisat Airtborno Division (Ai~rmobilo) in tbe
A Shau VallaY oporation.

C.asz

(1) Thwing the roporting poriod tho batbalion has consolidatod 621.
i ts maintouianoo eaotivitios and porsonnol undor the Battalion M1otor Offioor.

Allog books and maIntonanco rocords arc being maintained at Battdlion
Maintenance. tho only ozooption to this policy is that log books tor M1O8
Howitzers are maintaztnod, at tho forward battery positions,* Consolidation
was nooC3ssary duo to lackc of qualifled maintonanoo suporvisors. At gmsont,
thoro is only ono battery motor sorgoant In the battalion. Cons olidation
wil be torminatod when sufficieont qualified porsonnel amo assigned to
the battalion.0

(2) Contact toams from battalion nisintonanoo continuously visit tho
firing battorios to randor nocosswry maintionanoo support. Scoond anid
t',hird ocholon maintenanco and quarterly and smiwimnnual maintenanco sorvicos
a~ro porformed by thoso tomuus on site, wihon poseible

CONFIDENTIAL



GUNH UMNIIAL

(1) Tho batt~alion mB-Sngof and his ai~on -oimti~nuo to conduct VocdIcY
Itodical Civic Aotion Project (M=WA) viuits to b0NO HA Apmeot; Th visits
are bocoming more and more vuooasfUl. Jtooontly, in ablabratift of a At
namoso obildron'e holiday, tho battalion furn~ishod candy to tbe ohSUlda'n in
oonmun t~an with -tho vookdy MIDGAP4

(2) Rodent and p .oat control bae boon camphasized during tbis Poriodl vAn
much pwogross is boing mado.

(3) Battmlion modical poirsorma1 have boon morking writh other medical
units and tbo G-~5 in the area to ostablish a hospital for the nativa pop-
uflaton of WONG Me. An old abandoned Frenoh hospital of ton Tooins is
boing rohab~4t~tod Into an In-patient, faility with a capacity of aboutb
20 to 25 bodes * The hospital v42l be statffd by military plbricians from
LONG UL 0MGBLt BASS on a daily basis a )Hodi6u1 ftpplies ard prosontl~y being
abouanulatod and tho. facility should be in fiul popration witbin tho noxt
months

(1) Tho battalon suffo3?Od tI=~ igozdod during the, roporting period
duo to hostileo aotion. Ono =mn rooeeivd mor'tar' fralponts wibilo witi*ng
on tho 240~th radar at. FSB cam (will 6r.,, YD 926We~3) and an PO reoeivod
wzall ame and ext±Uory frgonta hidla, partiipating in tho A Sbau Va1.oy'
oporatiofl.

AS () The battaion sufforod tbree vownmdd not due to hostile action.
-nolivod fr~ttaIi~iisfrea 15m-ouid fired by a

imitandone man was Injilred uwho a bumko2' collapsd frm heaVy

*a battallon 2s stiUl aqauppod vith the HI1$10 lfiaPropfllod. lOam, Eodtbor
%*'NY=A Coummmd Pbst wIh.al is avaiablo $br the 1M of oaoh firing.
batifty - f too ame anu4Jrisod tbr tbo OporaftonxD/px 6A11160MG amilwc
at 1fttsit .hoqad.rto~ta# hmowver, dui to t2hi swAu-static positions In this

w1'e, of ewtion.@ PLC, uoporato In buvkotS and tho 1(5771 -$s so2Ao uialisode
~ battlI ad each. batbbul FDC om autioriuid ono O~m Mz'ootlom

am Ma (uC anf~d d two 18 ontrina f to b of etW@'h v a mp
CamPrtdsta affd18 by~) n tho )cMOB ootaim toba of gpoatst valu In a

~i)All bettordios uando'm~t aL Comemd Wantonan) MangfM~t IMp~ptft

ion So&tLst~owod 1:0r MV Corps dm-ng the month of August. Al1 *battoridi
received*'an ov6AII rating of satisfactory.

T!} ie -batta.. lion -unde~rvont ita serii-'.uanrl Nti2.taz'v Intefliptleo,

i.napection duri~ng t'ie mont~i of 5ptember. H~o dificielncief were found.

CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL
(3) Durinrg t'io reortin' period (92 days) tho battallon trainnd on

92 d-vr, conducted tactical o nerations on 92 days and displacod on 5 days.

2. CC) Sectyio Z. L sLearned, C anders Obse tions. -au1pat:ons,
and Recommendatloh is. . .. . . .

a. P_ 1d None

b. OCerationg.

(a) OBSERVATON. Facoessive organizational deadlinos ar dfto to in.
aadessibility of the direot support unit.

(b) EVALULTAON. Direct support for tracked vehicles and artillery
pioces is performed by the 63rd Support Detaohmont at Dong Ha. This umit
provides eobollent support for tracked vehicles, and replacement of cannon
tubes, The pro.em, lles with the 63rd Support Company at Quang Trip the
battalion% only direct support for all repair prts and whooled vehicles.
The capabflity of ntts at Dong Ha to pick up parts and dolayer wheeled
vehlolos, requiring support maintenanoe, to the 63rd .root Support Company
at Quang Tri is wctr-moly limited du to road conditions duiing tho monsoop
soasons

(c) RECMOM AL ON. That an appropropriato size diroeot support maint-

onanoo =1it for prta and whoolod whiolos be located at Dong Ha.

as UQARJA~L. Mono

d. 2. Nono

0. LGi&A.1AL

(1) h%•&itZ•• qth F/M ea'hir_ 84J70-

(a) 0&MVAMON. U Amy Body Armor FSN 8470-823-7371 appears to
bo loss durable and to provido loss protection than the tUC body armor FM
8470-576-41930

(b) EVAUATEON. Widor normal moaring ono n this battalion
teo M9 Army body armor boglns to dotoriorato in app wmatly four months.
The soams of tho oxtorlor oovoring toar and the jIer protootvo webbing
begins to. roll and mat. To M9 Army body armor o•:Angs to tho body proventing
adoquato air circulation around tho uppw body, thus groatly contributing
to heat casualtios. The tUC body armor, worn by many of tho moe in this
battaliong doos not bavo any of thoso faults. It is a.lvo .cliovcd that tho
fragment stopping povor of the USMC body armor is groator. ,n EI con-
corning the durambLtty faults of the W Atmy body armor was subnitted by
this organization on 30 April 1968.

6
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CONFIDENTIAL

(j)raV'.MTMDA0oN That arma, Wyd frap~AntIOU. Mctootue1
rE. 84'0.428.3w?37 (US alrx-q) bo ro-sO~veuatad and COMPIOd With~ puoW

mamati prtoo~jv m (1o3?a 3 (UC) for dib t ind

ftsgiant protaction and that tho better MiOP be Adpted, fQr' Va bY bcth

U*) Ida~t =2rAdor 4m-30 Aei ZF 9=&= 2T~ .'~ Of# 01" 3 y n

1.960 Soc 2ý, _rt 1, Para 5ae

(a) Q~sImvAv'0ON. N'lotiio? mSO 6.465rz datod 31 Octobor 1966,
IýOi ETDV 6-.46", &d467G9 6&1469G. all data4 27 Novmorw 196?, provi~a
a ftfmlaiwt nuabor of7 untr tm'i.ors for tho vatoi rcquicemts of this
battaimon

(b) ZMU&I~rON, . h battalion I.s authorl sad fiv 40 pon ~w

fg~ww S3ftola by MR,. Aa of this date thowo ax'a f£ raasonb
AUX00u float tra±Jloi that is on tomnporary loan tnoc An~ AM im5t
UtV.@4 bDAoW~iut roqui~res baftaro?± to opointa idpmatly at wSid02.
"soifttbd fireo bases * Wtor ~mvt althor maoh tbo bati'.0W5s over long OY

Oftft IrAcro~ rocs or by bcoliooptA?. At appmovied wLm*' po~ihtU veb5A3A
Wdt iU 11 for saveml bow~s. ecotinam not wetarmding to the battory

Uam mtM the r~owct day. Whon an an oporation, a battary mus~t olton
P2@Vi* 'stOl for Wanxtry anid otbar eooiwity coaante 'Asich at t~as.

f Ubf'2P to owo hfl5h&d no tboraroriO doubling~ the ImquX ont for

Th vao oUa for mcok~gg 'sshing utonsile, aowoaritf 1CitabM
A~uI Ste WA drkdn1ng. N on'.ptatUs imtoS is8 mood for W81ebbW and sh1Wldusen

VOW t~ilm war roq ±aitiovad in April 1967,t OMWnad 6 Qp)OdJV3&O1
UI22h la+b tor,, vorocaq~tediad CA -= asu~ omod, Jmttist~Stion mm

W~dUS6 t* I Mold2 Forco on 17 April 196? an 10081, aptwa wi for 60
4W 20 fs M ~, O1dodlhoww no watw traflls have beft iWmoods

(a) 1 6That fivae uiditamaliter b'd3WS, 4w0
mu .V 2Y3qj4o-2-ý i-x5 pjid %g1 to tbo bttAUM to

(a) C V~I n. I bmwSj*b41A of diroot ~3oabm -S~I

4t whjo1 sox AOf 0%*wi±zationa&1 doanctifo or mwb-o-t wmAom a@.
Aiit a Plaf. of eq4jat

(b) RALUIMM. Parts miqV~tvd to koop eqia".p tg No~aa.

SW fWl 1xPm , ai-9 not zavJUahlto inI the d~pvat wwhe-igo gyst i
quuaW~ty to nioot oporatiamn81 ý 1 imt! of a~i~ %idtA., It Us

boo~ n w -a s7 to Ljn.,moquiln bW %radtm avA awpqd.r1IM = pPer
tkfefqb athrv U~zr~ cbuvmouxis

(43) EQ DMUIQN. ?ht fast mWing dirxoo% exohmpg Airts bo
mesua~mats d 10 uuafj±oiit. rr~tit-y -Wi JrtmVr3o , 1*O4 mai

CONFIDENTIAL



C-ONFIDENTIAL

(a) 013-MIVATlON. Hiany blank forms for whiioh ttioro is a hiGh
usago factor aro not rocac~ly avallablo, on dorv.mt, -to tho using unit.

(b) MAMM~fON. Blarnk 1*0za for all staff soctions, POrSennol,
and rjz-o dfrotA.-on contors havo boon on vallSA roq'uis4 .tion from the W4fl
Printtng and Pub icnfiP'n Cantor, Ja-pan, 4MO 96503, ~ineo 26 Juno 1968
and 8 July 196P. A follow-up ims conductod in' sopt 1.'968 and it %,as
dotormt-,:-d that tho roquxisitions are vslid and remania duo out. Many

f~:sprosontly bein, used must bo ropzaoduced w.itbir, thq batt~alion, Othor
forms such as DA-l, flt'.2715o 14-75Z DA-17, and flI'-17-1 that carmotbo, locAlly rol-roduaad are acquflrod from units har~lng recentlY arrived
in VAotecan that st~ll klavo sufficient, quantitios on Land.

(a) REOIUqLtM.ON, That publication conto.-- stock largor
quantities of fast moring formsw and ostablish a rocorv' oct dotinds systom
to oltiina~to long duo out poriods *

(5) &=tL'Awn clotanr=

(a) OBSMUTA~ION. In the r.st, two moenths tho following itomB of
individwil. clothIng hava not boon availablo, for Issue at the dixact support
~mitt tz'ousorsl, tatictalJ poplins sizo modium-~rogular and boots, tropidoalp
sizoe 8R~, SWj, 9R 9W, 1011, lOW, )IR, and 11JW.

(b) EVJALUfLONS Counstant building and robuilding of battery
poatiton, 9working vwith lInborl ama±n boxes and sand baga, cause the,

tz'ousors to moar out or bocmo tor long boforo the, coat * Nonull1y the
mm of an art~1lory bettory, wor mdth thofr coats off,, whic'i a1so caua,)a
trousore to voar out long bofro, tho coat* Tho shortage of boots In tho
abovo montionod sizoe is duo to pore otmol. arriving In tho unit ~without
boots or idth only ono pair of boots. Thoro is no problom with the boots
Weouaig out*

(a) IUM f3-MM ONo That trousors in all sizos, ospoobal3y modlum
rogu21are bo etoolcod ti groator quantity by tho direct support unitso that
conuidowation bo givan tho, possibilitar of roissuc of tho tropical combat
boot, cepocially in uizos of groat doerand,

fe Nono

(W' Unat Notifcto oLMjttus of REMMIatd Pebnnel1.

(a) OBSflaVILIONs Thmi prosontlir cdsts no roasonably prompt
method of informilng parant, iito as to the condition, prognosis, and
oatimatod, lenth ot a'~iaunoo duxo to a Lacxt~oal ovaiouaticon for ili1noas or

8
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Wb EV1LMTLION9 Information oonoorn .Ing tho condition and

ostimatod tiMO loss to tho unit aro Important frofi a commxd. standpoint
in ovnluating irianpovyor noods and possible roplacomonts. Tho md~sting systom
pro~vidos for no :loUmaodlto, foodhabck of information and dolays Of Wookcs to
nonths botforo unvtts airo n%ýtiflod' as to a pationt's status ar c=MmonPlacoa
Moroovor, in tho ovont of an outbrmoak of infoctioUs disoaso, tho delay
of aimportant lrovontivo mosue causod by poor comrimioation roprosonts
a vory real throat to the hoalth of tho, mit.

(c) C11:,1iiVD3ADA1ON That an offoctivo mothod. of ca=munication
foodback ho ostablishod to a paront unit by tho, ovaouation facility! s
Pationt Affairs Off'ico * Ono suggostod. solution is a simple postcard typo
fom~ (Pro-addrossod) accompanying tho pationt to an ovaouation facility
upon which could briefly bo notod, the Information disoussod abovo * Tho
aard could thon hom 3nad-od (In-Country) and tho unit would rocoivo valuablo
data without noocdhoos dolay.

(a) ODSVAMiION. On occasion tho, battalion aid station is in
rocoipt of drug 1=oparations which aro, not in thoir most oconcaiical form
and Is without tho, m~oans of offocting tho, noceusary altorations.

(b) IRVALTJMEONT. An oxmapla of tho abovo is tho clistribution, of
a fl~uo'inatod, synthotto topical steroid proparation (friamoinolono Acotonido
Croam, ToricaltM, i~' 6505.-071--6547) whitch is an oxponsivo but valuablo
thorapoutic adjunct to tho dermatologicoal armamiontariun, This oroam in
suppliod In a concontratilon of 0.5% In wator.wzwhsablo base In v. 05 jars
intendod. by tho niaifaotuwor to bo usad by pharmacios. Tho, uniformly
roaoo~ndod. strongth for topica application howavorg, is only 0.025%.r
Thoro is no domonatratod- doso-rolatod Incroaso in offoctivonoss duo to tho
highor oonoontrati~on in tho, ltoratuwol and aid stations arc not oqiprod
to offbat tho "cut~ting" of tho strongth of the 0.5% aroam to 0,02T.
SiSnco this itcci roprosonts a considorablo weponso, tho prosont form of
avd±lb~ltvy is iastoful both from tho standpoint of drug utilization oMr!
momitary oponditr.=

(o) RMI-3RflMUION.. That pharmacoutical 1proparations bo furrnishod
in tho most oconoralcal end usablo conoontrations.

(3) Hodioni Roports

(a) OBSM~A¶TION. Tho battalion surgoon is rosponsiblo for tho
subnIssion of periodic hoaith. reports which are ofton oomplicatodl and In
which nono, of tho authorized. aid-station personnel arc trainod.

(b) EVALU1,71ION The only porsonnol Inatructed. In reports such
as the weekly morbidity roport, and the monthly cowmad hoaith roport are
modical sorvico porsonnel who aro not authorizod at tho uniit lovol.

(a) RMM(fl~MM1ION, That instruction in tho complotion of requirod.
forms and roports bo givan as a part of tho formal course, of instruction at
Fort Sam Houston (11oclical Training Sichool).
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(a) OB2R VAff ON. Thoi'o i,~msontly oxists no roadfl~y avallabl -0
rjub1Aoation for tho uso of aid-station porsornol In idoz~tifyng potontially
dangorous spocios of Insoots# vpidorsg and snakos.

(b) ±';V&TWI!ONe In tropical comabat sott~bi.sj Insoct, spidor, and
jxrtiula.'ly snuko bitos r1osont a problom of toxicity ovailuation. Althou~gh
nodioal corps offloori3 roooivo skcotchy training by noans of a disiflay at
tho X.F*S.B.p thoro Is a nood for a handy, ilustrated M~oldl roi'oronco
manual or pahiEUcation on tho idontifioatton of dangorous croaturos or animial
spocios.

(a) CD=RtWIMTEN* That an armiy field manual (with ilustrations).
bo publis hod ooncooining common poisonouB varlotios of biting croatm'os
which roprosont a. dofinito, hoalth hazard to afll military porsom~ole

3 . (U) Section 3, Ioa~dquaartors, Dopartaiont, of tho Army Sn'voy Information,

Nogative Report.

ic*
Lr[,g ART!
Commainxding

IISMBUTI0N i

2P.CG, t W4RAC
A=1l s GFOP-DT
APO San Francisco 96558

3-CG, tIWRV
ALTh~ AVDD (WiT)
APO .1an P'rmeisco 96375

10-009, 108th Arty Gp
A Sani Phancisco 96269

CONFIDENTIAL
10



AvC.,.c (3t oct 68) 1at md
UBJEMT Operational Report of tat 'Bttalion, 40th frtlIery for

Period Ending 31 October 1968, RCS CSZOR-65 (RI) (U)

HEADQIJ• s, 108th ArtillerY Group, ATTN- "AV .ZlC, APO San Francisco
96269, 11 November 1968

TO: Comandig General, XXIv Corps Artillery, ATTN* AVIT-AT, APO
San Francisco 96300

Concur in the comments and recomndations made in Section 2, subject
to the following coment: Page 2 parampah b' (1 )(e), 1st sentence,
should read, *To saintain o2eRMtio "ar., admitratlve control over...,
13th hrines Urt-01ng Tx'S (YD311545)*

ROM= V LES Ii.
CeU.nt, Arti.lery

IJ



AVII-ATC (31 Oct 68) 2d Ind
SUBJ3CT: Operational Report of lot Battalion, 40th Artillery for period

ending 31 October 1968, (RCS JSF0R-65) (Rl) (U).

Da., HQ M[V CORPS ARTILLERY, APO 96308, 25 Nov 68

TO: Commranding General XXIV Corps, ATTN: AVII-GOCT, APO 96308

1. Concur with conmmnts and recomendations made in Iiection 2 of the basic
report and commient made id first indorsement. Additional comments are list-
ed in succeeding paragraphs.

2. Reference naragraph 2b (c), page 6, concerniing accessibility of support
maintenance facilities, Concur. Da Nang Support Command is taking action
to improve direct support maintenance by supplementing the 63d Support
fDetachment with 50 Ymn from the 237th Light Maizntenance Conmany in Q4ang
Tri.

3. Reference paragraph 2e (4), page 8, concerning nonavailability of blank
for.w Concur. Most units have reported a lack of responsiveness on the
part of the distribution center in Japan.

4. Reference paragraph 2g (1), page 8, concerning status of evacuated
personnel. Concur. While all personnal evacuated are dropped from the
unit, mazv of these personnel are eventually returned to the unit per
USAMV policy. In these cases great personal inconvenience is caused the
individual when personal property is shipped out of the area. Also, units
feel a great responsibility for womuned personnel. Status of wounded
personnel, available on a timly basis, would improve morale and increase
confidence in the mwdevac system.

5. The required organizational charts, omitted from the basic document,
are included as inclocure one to this indorsement.

BG, USA
Counndiug



4CONFIDENTIAL

AVII-GCT (31 Oct 68) 3d Ind MAJ Sanderson/wab/2506
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 1st Battalion, 40th Artillery for Period Ending

31 October 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (RLI)(U)

DA, HQ, XXIV Corps, APO 96308, 3 JAN 1969

TO: Commanding General, United States Army, Vietnam. APO 96375 Q23

1. (U) The OMLL of the 1st Battalion, 40th Artillery has been reviewed at
HQ, XXIV Corps and is forwarded in accordance with USARV Reg 525-15.

2. (C) Comments on Section 2: Commander's Observations, Evaluations and
Recommendations.

a. Concur with commander's recommendations noted in paragraphs 2b, 2e(l),
2e(4), and 2g(4). Concur vith 2d Ind, paragraphs 2 and 3 without further comment.

b. Item: Water Trailer, 400 gallon FSN 2330-542-2039, page 7, para 2e(2).
Use of the ORLL as a means to request authority for additional water trailers
is inappropriate. Authority for additional water trailers should be requested
through NTOE submission., As an interim measure, the unit can request temporary
loan of additional water trailers IAW USARV Reg 700-20.

a. Item: Direct exchange parts, page 7, para 2e(3). Concur. The 26th
General Support Group has been informed by this headquarters of the unit's
COMRets,

d. Item: Individual clothing, page 8, pars 2e(5). Concur. The 26th
General Support Group has been informed by this headquarters of the unit's

e. Items Unit notification of status of evacuated personnel, page 8, para
2g(1) and 2d Indorsement, ppa • 4, Nonconcur with suggested solution.

(1) A card system similar to the recommendation was tried during the Korean
War mN found to be unsatitfactory. In most cases the cards were lost orAn er4T prepared.

'(r) All hospitalr s send daily admission and disposition sheets to those

units having individuals admitted, transferred or discharged from the hospital.
The 108th Artillery Group Surgeon was notified to inform subordinate units
to contact the 131V Corps Surgeon if admission and disposition sheets are notreceived.

(3) Large units (division-size) maintain liaison NCO's at each supporting
hospital to keep the unit informed of all admissions, transfers or discharges.
However, this procedure is impractical for small units with few admissions. Tele-
phonic oomounication with hospitals has been recommended to the 108th Artillery
Group Surgeon for small units in following the status of evacuated personnel.

f. Item: Pharmaceutical supplies, page 9, pars 2g(2). Concur with recom-
mendation. However, the item cited in the commander's evaluation does come in a
smaller container as well as a less concentrated strength (FSN 6506-602-819/+
15 gm tube, 0.1%). The 108th Artillery Group Surgeon was notified-to inform

13d CONFIDENTIAL



CONFIDENTIAL

AVII-GCT (31 Oct 68) 3d Ind 3 JAN 1969
SUiBJ1ZT: Operations; Report of 1st Battalion, 40th Artillery for Period Ending

31 October 1968, RCS CSF0O.-65 (Rl)(U)

subordinate units of the availability of the additional items.

g. Items: Medical reports, page 9, para 2g(3). Instruction ini.preparation
of medical reports is presently included in the formal instruction for medical
corpsmen at the Medical Field Service School, Ft, Sam Houston. Q 24-25 Oct 68,
a two-day medical records and reports orientation course was conducted in
Phu Bai by representatives from the USARV Surgeon's Office. One individual from
HHB, lot Battalion 40th Artillery attended. It has been recommended to the
108th Artillery Group Surgeon, that the lat Battalion, 40th Artillery send a
representative from their aid station to the XXIV Corps Surgeon' s Office for
additional instruction in medical records and reports.

FOR THE COdNANDm:

H.R.TAV,
CPT:AGC /
ASST A_ /

00, W7 Corps Arty
00, 108th Arty Gp
00, 1st Bn, 40th Arty
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AVHGC-DST (31 Oct 68) 4th Ind
5tMJFCT: Operational Report of 1st Battalion, 40th Artillery for Period Fnding

31 October 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (Ri)(U)

I•.ADQUARTEiRS, UNITID STATES ARMY, VIETNAM, APO San Francisco 96375 14 FEB 1989

TO: Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT,
APO 96558

1. This headouarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons Learned
for the ruarterly period ending 31 October 1968 from Headquarters, 1st
Battalion 40th Artillery.

2. Comments follow:

a. Reference item. concerning body armor, fragmentation, protective, with
3/4 collar FSN 8470-823-7371, page 6, paragraph 2b(l): nonconcur. The unit
submitted an EIR on the Army's body armor which will result in a reevaluation
of the vest. Through an interservice supply stockage agreement, USMO body ar-
mor could be requisitioned by the Army. Meanwhile, a new variable type body
armor is undergoing evaluation by selected USARV units. The new vest was de-
veloped by Natick Laboratories and is designed to provide protection against
fragmentation and small arms fire with the addition of ballistic plates in
chest and back pockets.

b. Reference item concerning blank forms, page 8, paragraph 2e(4): non-
concur. An excessive number of accounts and a lack of usage factors caused
the Printing and Publications Center, Japan, difficulty in maintaining an ade-
quate stock of some blank forms in the first quarter FY 69. Through account
consolidation and establishment of usage factors, the stockage and supply
problems were alleviated. USARV units were advised to maintain a 60 day
stockage level.

c. Reference item concerning individual clothing, page 8, paragraph 2e(5)
and 3d Indorsement, page 1, paragraph 2d: nonconcur. Stockage of trousers
and boots at the direct support level is based upon demand; there is no short-
age of these items in the depots. Under USARV Regulation 735-1, a unit is
authorized to maintain a five percent stockage of clothing for direct exchange
purposes. Reissue of footwar is prohibited by AR 725-9, dated 25 June 1965.
Personnel are issued two pair of jungle boots prior to departure from CONUS
and any deviations of this procedure should be reported to HQ USARV, ATTN:
AVHGD-SP (citing name of individual, serial number, flight number, date of
departure, and CONUS POE).

d. Reference item concerning pest identification, page 10, paragraph 2g(4):
noncdcur. Identification of dangerous insects, spiders and snakes is not con-
sidered practical at dispensary or aid-station levels of medical service. A
field manual on the subject would be too complex and voluminous to make it useful

I . ... .. . . . .



AV11GC-DST (31 Oct 68) 4th Ind
SUB1JFCT: Operational Report of 1st Battalion, 40th Artillery for Period IEndinE

31 October 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (Rl) (U)

to dispensary personnel. Professional Entomologists or trained specialists are
assigned to two units of the 44th Medical Brigade, the 20th and 172d Preventative
1'edicine Units. At these locations, ample keys and reference materials are on
hand to identify pests. The unit has been advised to review USARV Regulation
40-12, Preventative Medicine Program.

FOR TIH C01I0ANDER:

Cy furn: C. D. WILSON
IHQ XXIV Corps 1LT AGC
HIQ 1st Bn 40th Arty OIC AG CLASSIFIED



GPOP-DT (31 Oct 68) 5th Ind (U)
SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ, 1st Bn, 40th Arty for Period

Ending 31 October 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (RI) (U)

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 18 FEB 1969

TO: Aasistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D. C. 20310

This headquarters has evaluated subject report and forwarding indorse-
ments and concurs in the report as indorsed.

FOR THE C0OWANDER IN CHIEF:

MAJ, AGO
AUt AQ
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